United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/606,726 



06/26/2003 



7590 



05/27/2005 



Siemens Corporation 

Attn: Elsa Keller, Legal Administrator 

Intellectual Property Department 

170 Wood Avenue South 

Iselin, NJ 08830 



Pierre-Marc Allemand 



2002P20105US01 



5818 



EXAMINER 



ROY, S1KHA 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2879 

DATE MAILED: 05/27/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summarv 

\^ MUM W Vr #» v If V^f f V* Ml m mm m 1 KM 1 W 


Application No. 

10/606,726 


Applicant(s) 

ALLEMAND, PIERRE-MARC 


Examiner 

Sikha Roy 


Art Unit 

2879 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 April 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-21 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 22^4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 26 June 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) EJ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTQ413) 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) IS Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 0603 . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election with traverse of Group IV claims 22-24 in the reply filed on 
April 13, 2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the search and 
examination of all the claims can be made without serious burden to the Examiner. This 
is not found persuasive because the inventions in different groups I, II, III and IV are 
independent and distinct and would require divergent searches as evidenced by their 
different classification. The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made 
FINAL. 

Claims 1-21 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected Groups, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. 

Drawings 

Figure 2A should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art-- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Page 5 line 14 'the getter 20' should be replaced with --the getter 12-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
6,112,888 toSauroet al. 

Regarding claim 22 Sauro discloses (column 1 lines 62 through column 2 line 9) 
a getter composition comprising a reactive material (desiccant) and an inert material 
(thermoplastic organic matrix), disposed encapsulated device (non-reclosable sealed 
package). Sauro discloses that the reactive material (desiccant) being in 
communication with the encapsulated compartment desiccates by adsorbing water and 
thus inherently is more reactive than the matter desorbed from the space within the 
device. Sauro further discloses (column 3 lines 1-5, column 4 lines 37-49) that the 
viscosity of the inert material (thermoplastic resin) is reduced when heated to a suitable 
temperature so that the composition can be flowed and after deposition the composition 
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becomes fixed when allowed to cool and hence the inert material inherently adapts to 
respond to energy input by morphological change. 

Regarding claim 23 Sauro discloses (column 2 lines 50-55, column 3 lines 17-37) 
the reactive material comprises water-adsorbing material such as zeolites, silica, 
alumina and the inert material comprises thermoplastic resin such as low density 
polyethylene resins. 

Regarding claim 24 Sauro discloses (column 3 lines 43-50, column 4 lines 5,6) 
the inert material (organic matrix) comprises a binder (tackifier resin) and the activated 
desiccant being dispersed in the binder. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent 6,843,936 to Jacobs discloses the use of a desiccant 
in polymer binder in a sealed package. U.S. Patent 5,840,142 discloses binder such as 
tackifier resin, rosin or wax. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sikha Roy whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2463. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimeshkumar D. Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone 
number for the organization is (703) 308-7382. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usDto.aov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sikha Roy 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 




Primary Examiner 



